1 


August,  1981 
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What’s  Inside? 


Planning  and  Zoning  Update 
North  Beach  Downzoning 
Historic  District 
Calendar  of  Events 


TELEGKAWHILL  SEMAPHORE 

Publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 


Planning  and  Zoning  Update: 
Changes  on  the  Hill 

16  Napier  Lane 

The  City  Planning  Commission  has  granted  Discretionary  Review  for  16  Napier  Lane, 
with  the  hearing  date  set  for  July  16th  at  5:30  p.m.  in  Room  282  of  City  Hall.  Such 
a  review  means  that  while  the  building  approved  by  the  Department  of  City  Planning 
comes  within  the  Planning  Code  requirements  for  RH-3  structures,  compliance  with 
the  code  may  not  be  enough  for  the  building  to  proceed.  If  the  commissioners  determine 
that  the  structure  adversely  affects  the  surrounding  environment,  it  may  revoke  or 
deny  a  building  permit  unless  less  harmful  plans  are  drawn  for  the  site. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  Semaphores  (and  in  a  letter  to  Toby  Rosenblatt,  President  of 
the  Planning  Commission),  16  Napier  Lane  is  a  40-foot-high  condominium  project  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  units,  and  such  bulk  obviously  overpowers  the  surrounding,  smaller  resi¬ 
dences.  Views  of  various  neighbors  would  be  blocked,  and  if  one  such  building  is  allowed, 
it  may  create  a  “domino  effect,”  completely  invalidating  all  that  is  unique  in  the  area. 

Since  the  last  Semaphore  in  April,  THDA’s  Board  of  Directors  met  with  the  developers 
and  the  architect,  seeking  to  lower  the  height  of  the  building  to  30  feet.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  owners  compensate  for  this  reduction  in  height  by  utilizing  the  backyard  for  the 
lower  floor.  The  builder,  who  will  live  in  16  Napier  Lane’s  top  unit,  refused  any  accomo¬ 
dation.  Also  since  April,  the  San  Francisco  Examiner  highlighted  the  controversy  in 
detail,  pointing  out  that  the  building  is  of  more  than  local  interest:  May  not  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  control  its  environment? 
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OFFICERS,  DIRECTORS  AND  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS 


OFFICERS: 


President 
Vice  President 
Recording  Secretary 
Treasurer 
Financial  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Historian 
Editor— Semaphore 


*Jim  Augustino . 

*Herb  Kosovitz . 

Jeanne  Milligan . 

*Bob  Bullock . 

Virginia  Sletteland  .  . . 

*JoEtta  Agee . 

David  Myrick . 

*Lynne  Burwell . 

*denotes  Executive  Committee 


....  426  Vallejo 
.  .  .340  Chestnut 
....  486  Union 
.  31  Genoa  Place 
.  448  Greenwich 
288  Union,  No.  2 
....  263  Filbert 
.  .  .321  Chestnut 


DIRECTORS,  1981-1983: 

Toby  Bloxam . 3  Montague  Place 

Jerry  Lubenow .  300  Lombard 

Jerry  Petruzelli .  288  Union 

*  Jack  Moss .  265  Telegraph  Hill 

DIRECTORS,  1980-1982: 

Anne  Halsted .  1308  Montgomery 

Katherine  Koelsch .  664-B  Greenwich 

John  Robiola . 321  Chestnut 

Ron  Vehlow. .  368  Lombard 

Ex-Officio  David  Dibble . 28  Alta 

STANDING  COMMITTEES: 

Budget  Bob  Bullock . 31  Genoa  Place 

Membership  Virginia  Sletteland .  448  Greenwich 

Program  No  chair 

Semaphore  Lynne  Burwell . 321  Chestnut 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES: 

Crime  Prevention  Toby  Bloxam . 3  Montague  Place 

Lori  Viti .  1235  Montgomery 

Landmarks  Katherine  Koelsch .  664-B  Greenwich 

David  Myrick .  263  Filbert 

Library  No  chair 

Parking/Traffic  Nancy  Katz . 2  Whiting 

Parks/Trees  Mary  Dunham . 1301  Montgomery 

Planning/Zoning  Jeanne  Milligan  486  Union 

Jerry  Petruzelli .  288  Union 

Neighborhood  Liaison  Anne  Halsted .  1308  Montgomery 

Social  Ron  Vehlow .  368  Lombard 

Waterfront  Anne  Halsted .  1308  Montgomery 

Bob  Katz . 2  Whiting 


MEMBERS:  Please  call  their  chairs  and  volunteer  to  serve  today! 


956-1889 

398-0757 

989-0494 

391-3645 

781-4352 

981- 2521 

982- 4670 
982-9715 


392-0675 

981-8279 

397-6043 

781-4077 


398-507'flp 

398-0572^^ 

982-9715 

398-3916 

397-4659 


397-3645 

781-4352 

982-9715 


392-0675 

391-0386 

398-0572 

982-4670 


986-1890 

397-0842 

989-0494 

397- 6043 

398- 5077 
398-3916 
398-5077 
986-1890 
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16  Napier  Lane 


MEETING  UPDATE:  At  the  July  16th 
meeting,  the  Planning  Commission,  voted 
to  approve  the  plan  as  submitted. 
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475  Lombard 


A  seven-unit  luxury  townhouse  project  has  been  proposed  for  475  Lombard.  The  project 
calls  for  the  demolition  of  an  old,  elegant,  two-unit  house  set  back  a  good  distance  from 
the  street.  At  a  meeting  on  the  necessary  variances,  THDA  and  various  neighbors  sub¬ 
mitted  arguments  opposing  those  variances  because  they  are  directly  attributable  to  the 
plans  of  the  developer  and  do  not  arise  from  extraordinary  circumstances.  Bob  Morrill 
spearheaded  the  local  opposition  to  the  project  in  conjunction  with  Earl  Cecchini.  A 
decision  of  the  Administrator  will  be  made  by  the  middle  of  September. 

Furthermore,  the  project  may  not  go  forward  without  a  conditional  use  permit,  since 
the  number  of  units  planned  exceeds  the  number  allowed  in  a  RH-3  area.  No  date  for 
this  hearing  has  been  announced.  THDA  opposes  the  application  for  this  permit  for 
several  reasons: 
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Planning  and  Zoning  Update: 


475  Lombard 


•  The  building  would  disrupt  the  evenly-scaled  development  of  houses,  a  scale 
that  preserves  views  for  all  residences. 

•  Under  present  plans,  the  building  is  too  bulky  to  integrate  with  the  surrounding 
buildings. 

The  reason  for  such  bulk  is,  of  course,  purely  economic.  The  developer  hopes  to  sell  6 
condominiums  at  prices  ranging  from  $325,000  to  $487,500  and  to  retain  one  for  him¬ 
self.  Since  the  scope  of  the  project  is  entirely  inconsistent  with  its  environment,  THDA 
seeks  a  smaller  building  that  would  preserve  the  harmony  of  the  neighborhood’s  archi¬ 
tecture,  let  most  of  the  neighbors  continue  to  enjoy  their  present  views,  and  still  give  the 
475  Lombard  owners  a  fair  profit. 
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ing’s  Antiques 
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Gerson  Bakar  and  Associates,  owners  and  developers  of  Levi  Plaza,  have  bought  King’s 
Antique  Store  on  Sansome.  Bakar  proposes  to  put  an  84-foot-high  office  tower  on  a 
C-2  site.  The  80  x  90  lot  would  be  essentially  covered.  There  would  be  no  parking  and 
no  windows  at  the  rear  of  the  building.  To  preserve  some  Filbert  Steps  views,  the  front 
corner  would  be  angled,  although  that  amenity  would  not  prevent  the  possible  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  gardens  caused  by  lack  of  sunlight.  No  plan  for  the  construction  materials  has 
been  determined,  although  the  red  brick  exterior  of  Levi  Plaza  has  been  rejected. 


Gerson  Bakar  held  an  informational  meeting  in  early  June  at  the  Bank  of  America.  THDA 
members  and  neighborhood  residents  attended.  Two  concerns  are  of  interest  to  Hill 
residents: 


•  The  plans  for  the  penthouse  of  the  building  may  be  unreliable  since  we  know 
those  on  Levi  Plaza’s  structures  extend  far  higher  than  the  developers  had  repre¬ 
sented. 

•  The  impact  on  the  Filbert  Steps  will  undoubtedly  be  great,  no  matter  how  re¬ 
cessed  the  building  is  toward  the  back  of  the  cliff  behind  the  proposed  structure. 
Such  a  building  would  substantially  affect  the  view  of  Telegraph  Hill  from  the 

.  waterfront,  as  well  as  views  of  the  waterfront  from  Telegraph  Hill. 

furthermore,  this  new  project  is  not  formally  a  part  of  Levi  Plaza  (although  it  would 
serve  as  one  of  their  offices),  and  may  represent  a  broken  promise  by  Gerson  Bakar  to 
THDA.  Any  members  involved  with  Bakar  at  the  time  plans  for  Levi  Plaza  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  THDA  are  urged  to  contact  Jim  Augustino  or  one  of  the  directors.  Because  the 
project  is  still  in  a  preliminary  stage,  interested  persons  are  asked  to  communicate  with 
the  Board  of  Directors  so  THDA  can  adopt  a  position  on  the  proposal. 


1120-1130  Kearny 

A  proposal  to  develop  1120-1130  Kearny  would  replace  a  6-unit  dwelling  with  nine 
luxury  condominiums.  The  units  would  be  on  Dunnes  Alley  and  Kearny  between  Broad¬ 
way  and  Vallejo.  A  variance  affecting  the  location  of  the  backyard  is  necessary  in  order 
for  the  developers  to  proceed  with  the  project  as  planned.  THDA  plans  to  ask  the  archi¬ 
tect  for  more  information  on  the  proposal.  Accordingly,  concerned  members  are  urged  to 
communicate  with  the  Board. 
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LEVI’S  PLAZA  UPDATE 


BEETHOVEN 

RESTAURANT 

A  Bit  Of  Germany 

DINNERS 

From  5:30  to  1  1 :00 

1701  POWELL  ST. 

CORNER  UNION  STREET 

391-4488 

Closed  Sun.  &  Mon. 


V  SHOE  SERVICE 


■427  Columbus  Avenue 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF.  94133 

415/962-2897 


DECO  •  KITSCH  •  COLLECTIBLES  •  BOOKS  •  ANTIQUES 


TeRfUFfC 


rtAK-CNtVSl 


pddt 


1 562  Grant 
corner  Filbert 
at  Coit  Tower 
San  Francisco,  CA 
Tel  982-5539 


ZIP:  94133 
HOURS: 
Tues.  -  Sat. 
Noon  -  11PM 
Sun.  - 12  Noon  -  5PM 
on.  - 12  Noon  -  7PM 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


‘THEJN  PLACE  TO  DINE” 

CAPP’S  CORNER 

1600  POWELL  ST. 
989-2580' 


San  Francisco’s  Finest  Italian 
Family  Style  Dinner  Restaurant 


Your  Hosts 
Frank  Sarubbi 


Joe  Capp 


The  business  section  of  Levi’s  Plaza  is  near¬ 
ing  completion.  Both  Buildings  “A”  and 
“B”  are  partly  occupied  by  tenants,  and 
the  Plaza  at  the  foot  of  the  Filbert  Steps 


» 


has  been  open  since  June  1.  The  fountain 
has  been  operating  since  the  beginning  of 
July,  and  some  benches  are  being  installed. 
The  Plaza  gives  every  indication  of  being 
a  pleasant  place  to  spend  some  time. 


The  park  area  along  the  Embarcadero  is 
scheduled  to  open  about  August  1.  The 
artificial  waterfall  and  stream  have  been 
laid  out,  and  a  hill  has  been  planted  with 
trees.  The  quality  of  the  landscaping  and 
fixtures  will  determine  the  success  of  this 
artificial  terrain.  If  it  is  as  carefully  planted 
and  maintained  as  the  Japanese  Tea  Gar¬ 
den,  it  could  be  a  wonderful  addition  to 
the  waterfront. 


The  condos  have  opened  their  garage,  but 
is  too  early  to  get  a  feeling  for  the  quality 
of  the  building.  The  restoration  of  the  old 
Italian  Swiss  Colony  Building  is  well  under¬ 
way,  although  here  again  it  is  too  early  to 
judge  the  details. 


FREE  TRADE  ZONE  AT  PIERS  21  &  23 

The  THD  were  invited  to  meet  with  the 
operators  of  the  Piers  21  and  23  Free  Trade 
Zone  to  review  plans  for  expansion  there. 
Since  the  proposed  business  is  related  to 
maritime  commerce  and  contained  within 
the  existing  pier  sheds,  and  since  additional 
landscaping  along  the  Embarcadero  (includ¬ 
ing  removal  of  a  few  parking  places  on  pier 
connections)  will  add  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  Embarcadero  and  Bay  views,  our  Board 
of  Directors  decided  to  support  the  plans  as 
shown  to  us. 
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IER  39  TO  CHANGE  OWNERS 


Texas  real  estate  management  firm,  Bass, 
is  in  the  process  of  purchasing  Pier  39,  Inc., 
which  will  be  operated  through  a  subsidi¬ 
ary,  “Pier  39  Limited  Partnership.”  Our 
Waterfront  Committee  was  asked  to  meet 
with  representatives  of  Crocker  National 
Bank  and  Fritz  Arko  of  the  new  manage¬ 
ment.  It  was  agreed  that  the  buyer  would 
satisfy  certain  conditions  concerning  BCDC 
and  would  respond  to  a  letter  listing  our 
concerns.  This  letter  went  out  June  30  and 
lists  12  specific  concerns,  among  them  the 
following: 


•  Establishment  of  a  liaison  system. 

•  Information  concerning  the  contem¬ 
plated  commercial  character  of  the 
Pier  operation. 


•  Maintenance  of  the  park  and  marinas 
(the  floating  breakwater  of  the  East 
Marina  is  in  disarray). 


•  Assurances  that  the  temporary  service 
yard  between  Pier  35  and  the  park 
will  be  substantially  cleaned  up  and 
that  the  THD  will  be  consulted  about 
any  future  use  of  this  crucial  shoreline 
property  after  the  service  yard  permit 
expires  in  1982. 


•  Cooperation  in  solving  problems  such 
as  garage  lighting,  loudspeaker  noise, 
view  blocking  signs,  etc. 


•  The  letter  closed  with  the  assurance  of 
constructive  cooperation  on  our  part. 


At  the  meeting,  Mr.  Arko  expressed  his 
agreement  with  a  liaison  arrangement  and 
informed  us  that  the  new  owners  are  con¬ 
templating  the  replacement  of  the  floating- 
tire  marina  breakwater  with  a  multimillion 
dollar  rigid  breakwater.  We  have  now  re¬ 
ceived  a  positive  written  reply  to  our  letter. 


HAIRSTYLING  SALON 
524 

GREEN 

STREET 

Specialty  Haircutting 
All  Lines  of  Hairdressing 
(Men  &  Women) 

391-7346 


A.  SELLI  Inc. 

PLUMBING  •  HEATING 
•  CONTRACTING  • 

2054  Powell  Street 
near  Chestnut 

BOILERS 
WATER  HEATERS 
GAS  APPLIANCES 
FIRE  SPRINKLERS 

DAY  OR  NIGHT  •  362-1968 
PHONES  •  362-7909 
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HISTORIC  DISTRICT 


1454  GRANT  AVENUE  981-5565 


Specializing  in  French  Basque  Dinners 
and  Mixed  Drinks 


PHONE  391-4249 


732  BROADWAY 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 


"Old  World  Craftsmanship” 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 


2060  Stockton  St. 


781-6277 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


CARDS 
1 554  STOCKTON  AT  UNION 


GIFTS 

433-3931 


The  Landmarks  Committee  and  your  Bfoard 
of  Directors  continue  to  work  closely  with 
Mrs.  Bland  Platt,  our  coordinator,  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  interest  on  the  Hill  in  the  creation 
of  a  residential  Historic  District.  To  date, 
preliminary  boundaries  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  for  discussion  purposes  only.  These 
boundaries  have  been  selected  for  con¬ 
sideration  based  on  architectural  styling, 
compatibility,  and  continuity,  as  well  as 
the  natural  topography  of  the  Hill. 


Commencing  at  the  barricade  north  of 
Francisco  Street,  the  northerly  boundary 
follows  the  configuration  of  the  Hill  east 
to  mid-block,  jogging  to  Chestnut,  Kearny, 
Winthrop,  Lombard,  Montgomery,  and 
then  to  Greenwich,  where  it  drops  down 
to  Sansome  Street.  The  easterly  boundary 
includes  residential  areas  west  of  Sansome 
Street  from  Greenwich  to  the  center  line| 
of  the  block  between  Vallejo  and  Broad¬ 
way.  The  southerly  boundary  proceeds 
westerly  along  this  line,  dropping  down  to 
include  Dunnes  Alley  and  the  lot  south  of 
it  and  then  west  again  to  include  portions 
of  Romolo  Place.  The  westerly  boundary 
includes  portions  of  Romolo  Place  and 
Fresno  Street  and  extends  several  lots  west 
of  Pollard  Place  and  Varennes  until  it 
reaches  Filbert  Street  where  it  jogs  west 
to  Grant  and  then  north  on  Grant  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Very  soon,  a  letter  will  be  mailed  to  every 
property  owner  within  the  study  area  ex¬ 
plaining  the  project  as  well  as  the  pros  and 
cons  of  establishing  a  Historic  District  at 
both  the  local  and  federal  governmental 
levels.  The  letter  asks  each  owner  to  indi¬ 
cate  his  preliminary  support  or  opposition 
to  the  concepts  and  return  it.  Because  youd 
Board  of  Directors  will  use  your  response 
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;o  guide  them  in  formulating  future  recom- 
endations  regarding  this  project,  we  urge 
you  to  respond  as  promptly  and  com¬ 
pletely  as  possible  once  you  receive  the 
information. 


After  reading  the  material,  if  you  have  any 
questions  or  wish  additional  information 
about  any  aspect  of  the  project,  you  are 
encouraged  to  telephone  Mrs.  Platt  at 
922-3579.  Committee  Co-Chairs,  Kath¬ 
erine  Koelsch  and  David  Myrick,  or  any 
other  member  of  the  Board  will  also  be 
pleased  to  discuss  the  project  with  you. 
And,  of  course,  there  will  be  time  allotted 
at  the  August  General  Membership  Meeting 
for  discussion.  Mrs.  Platt  will  attend. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  have 
expressed  interest  in  accompanying  Mrs. 
Platt  as  she  surveys  and  maps  the  area. 
These  volunteers  will  participate  in  the 
evaluation  and  mapping  of  each  building 
within  the  preliminary  boundaries.  If  this 
visual  survey  has  not  been  completed  by 
the  time  you  receive  your  Semaphore ,  you, 
too,  might  want  to  participate.  If  so,  tele¬ 
phone  Mrs.  Platt  at  922-3579. 


m 
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PERMIT  PARKING 

The  long-awaited  computer  for  permit 
parking  is  now  going  into  operation  at  the 
Tax  Collector’s  office.  We  can  look  forward 
to  more  efficient  handling  of  permit  appli¬ 
cations.  If  all  goes  well,  we  can  also  expect 
more  thorough  cross-checking  to  eliminate 
errors,  duplication,  and  outright  violators. 
At  a  recent  meeting  with  Supervisor  Moli- 
nari,  we  suggested  use  of  a  machine  to 
punch  your  license  number  into  your  per¬ 
mit  (like  a  passport).  We  also  suggested  that 
all  applications  be  thoroughly  checked 
before  a  permit  is  issued  by  mail  and  that 
raudulent  permit  users  be  prosecuted.  At 
ast  we  can  warn:  CHEATERS  BEWARE! 


BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 

Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 
1 196  Columbus  Avenue 

441-9947  Chevron 


“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car!  ’’ 

Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


" Steam  Beer  Underneath 
a  Fig  Tree” 


446-480  Green  Street 
GArfieid  1  -0221 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RECLAM  A  TORI 


We 

RustyScupper 

1800  Montgomery  St. 
986-1180 


-Steaks-  -Prime  Rib—  -Seafood— 


OUTDOOR  TERRACE 
OPEN  DAILY  11  AM 
for 

FOOD  -  BEVERAGE 
PARISIAN  THOUGHT 

1434-38  UPPER 
GRANT  AVENUE 


page  9 


North  Beach  Downzoning 

- -  LJ 

Two  applications  to  the  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion—].)  to  rezone  the  present  C-2  area  to 
an  R-C  classification  (limiting  commercial 
use  to  the  ground  floor,  and  2)  to  reduce 
the  present  height  limit  from  65  to  40  feet 
(see  maps)— have  been  prepared  and  are 
ready  for  submittal.  Details  of  handling  the 
applications  to  avoid  costly  filing  fees  are 
being  worked  out.  Meanwhile,  as  buildings 
come  up  for  sale  in  the  area,  the  threat  to 
existing  housing  in  them  becomes  more 
real,  since  conversion  to  commercial  use  is 
more  profitable  for  new  owners. 


Above:  The  black  line  shows  the  present  height  limit  in  relationship  to  the  actual 
height  of  the  buildings  within  the  proposed  rezoned  area. 


SHNiEb  PRESENTCt  ZONEb  OO 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  REPORT 


i 


981-6640 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
Tx^AV^EL.,  SERVICE 


VgQ  Montgomery  Street 

'’^^^TTToo^TeTrB^nfTmo) 

Joan  Curry  —  owners  —  Susan  Smith 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


De  Martini  Bros.  Inc. 


GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 
1831  POWELL  ST.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL.  94133 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI RECLAMA  TORI 


MOTIONS  PASSED— April  20, 1981 


To  thank  Margaret  Gwathmey  for  her  out¬ 
standing  work  on  the  Semaphore. 

To  recommend  that  the  16  Napier  Lane 
project  receive  discretionary  review  from 
the  Planning  Commission.  Further,  to 
note  that  the  present  building  is  crucial 
to  the  historical  nature  of  the  Hill. 

To  support  zoning  directors  in  granting 
discretionary  review  and  to  support  the 
EIR  review  on  341  Lombard.  Further,  to 
oppose  any  development  at  341  Lombard 
that  is  higher  than  40  feet  from  the  street 
level  and  to  support  the  Planning  Com¬ 
mission  in  its  initial  40 -foot  limit  with  the 
intention  of  3  stories  plus  garage. 

To  adjourn  the  meeting  in  memory  of  John 
Brodman. 

April  8, 1981 

To  establish  a  new  policy  that  delinquent 
members  be  dropped  after  six  months  and 
a  warning  notice  be  sent  by  the  Member¬ 
ship  Committee  before  members  are 
dropped  from  the  roll. 


May  11,1981 

To  extend  the  contract  with  Gee  Gee  Platt 
to  August  1981. 

To  support  aspects  of  development  that 
comply  with  the  parking  requirements  and 
the  provisions  of  the  Planning  Code  and  to 
favorably  consider  developments  that  in¬ 
clude  housing  in  our  area. 

To  support  the  Pier  21/23  project  as  long 
as  it  remains  a  free  trade  zone. 
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une  19, 1981 


To  reaffirm  opposition  to  variances,  espe¬ 
cially  the  10-foot  height  variance  requested 
here  by  475  Lombard  development,  and 
to  take  every  possible  measure  to  insure 
minimum  impact  on  the  neighborhood. 
An  amendment  was  passed  to  direct  this 
opinion  to  OER  and  the  Planning  Depart¬ 
ment,  since  the  proposed  project  would 
have  significant  impact  on  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  an  EIR  review  is  necessary. 


July  16,  1981 

To  support  the  stop-work  order  at  726 
Filbert. 

To  ask  Supervisor  Molinari  to  establish 
a  moratorium  on  savings  and  loan  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  C-2  area  in  North  Beach  as  it 
extends  from  Broadway  to  Bay. 


TREES  AT  DANTE’S  BAR 

Dante  Benedetti  does,  indeed,  believe  in 
street  trees;  however,  he  prefers  a  place¬ 
ment  that  is  more  symmetrical  than  the 
single  tree  he  removed  from  in  front  of 
his  bar.  He  has  promised  the  THD  Board 
to  plant  two  large  trees  in  over-sized 
planters.  At  his  request,  we  researched 
the  matter  and  determined  that  Ficus 
Nitida  would  do  well  in  containers.  So  have 
a  beer  with  Dante  when  you’re  passing  by 
and  encourage  him  to  get  those  trees  up 


!  ffzo\  Coffee  House 

733  Columbus  Ave.  Yukon  6-24-20 


Two  bedroom  Hill  apartment  with 
view  available  for  short-term  rental. 
Fully  furnished  and  equipped.  Call 
982-9715  evenings. 


soon. 
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Windsurfers®  &  Accessories 
SEASUIT  WETSUITS 

.  Windsurf  SanFrancisco 

A  CERTIFIED  WINDSURFING  SCHOOL 
AT  PIER  39 

Mailing  Address:  1230  Grant  Ave.,  #545 

JOHN  F.  TANSLEY 

10%  off  to  members  of  Owner-Instructor 

Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  8353 
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(cafe  americain)) 

317  Columbus  Avenue 

Petits  Repas 
Fruits  Jus  Frais 
Desserts  Cafe 

788-9888 

Monday  Saturday  7  AM  Midnight 

Sunday  8  30  AM  -  4  PM 
(Call  ahead  for  food  to  take  out  788-98810 


HELICOPTER  NOISE  TACKLED 
As  in  previous  years,  the  long  summer  days 
have  increased  the  incessant  takeoff  and 
landing  noise  of  helicopters  on  Pier  43,  as 
well  as  the  buzzing  of  Telegraph  Hill  by 
other  helicopters.  Pier  43  now  has  three 
copters  in  constant  operation. 

On  June  11,  the  Supervisors’  Fire,  Safety, 
&  Police  Committee  began  hearings  on  a  re¬ 
quest  by  Supervisor  Dolson  to  amend  the 
City  Noise  Ordinance  in  order  to  protect 
the  neighborhoods  from  this  threat  to 
health  and  welfare.  Chairman  Kopp  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  helicopters  were  subject  to 
the  Noise  Ordinance  since  legislation  about 
aviation  is  generally  under  the  control  of 
the  federal  government.  The  hearing  was 
therefore  continued  to  July  9th  for  a  legal 
opinion  by  the  City  Attorney.  Since  this 
opinion  was  still  not  available  on  July  9, 
the  matter  was  again  continued.  It  will  pre¬ 
sumably  be  heard  on  August  13.  In  the 
meantime,  numerous  letters  supporting 
strict  legislation  were  received  from  citizens 
and  organizations  such  as  San  Francisco 
Tomorrow,  the  Marina  Civic  Improvement 
and  Property  Owners  Association,  and  the 
Russian  Hill  Improvement  Association.  One 
letter  reflected  the  writer’s  opinion  in  par¬ 
ticularly  graphic  terms:  “As  a  peace-loving 
man,  I  am  glad  my  war  years  were  spent  in 
Field  Artillery;  had  my  background  been 
Anti-Aircraft,  I  would  be  sorely  tempted.” 

Letters  of  support  for  strict  helicopter  con¬ 
trol  should  be  sent  to  Supervisor  Dolson 
(with  a  copy  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  File  212-81),  City  Hall,  San 
Francisco  94102.  (A  check  by  the  THD 
with  the  Federal  Aviation  Administration 
elicited  the  answer  that  cities  are  indeed 
permitted  to  issue  noise  ordinances  con¬ 
cerning  helicopters.) 
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Don’t  just 
sit  there  -  pay 
your  dues! 

$8 

DUES  WARNING! 

To  those  members  who  have  not  yet  paid 
their  81-82  dues: 

This  is  the  last  Semaphore  you  will  receive 
unless  you  get  your  dues  in  by  October  1. 
(See  the  two  motions  passed  by  the  Board 
this  spring  concerning  delinquent  dues — 
printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue.) 

Send  your  check  for  $8  per  person  along 
with  your  legible  name  and  address  to: 

Virginia  M.  Sletteland 

448  Greenwich 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

NEW  AND  REINSTATED  MEMBERS 

Terry  Achelis 
Larry  L.  Cannon 
Beatrice  Charlton 
Dan  Duport 
Sherrie  W.  Echols 
David  Ferris 
Susan  K.  Filter 
Francesco  Grece 
Diane  Jackson 
William  H.  McIntyre 
Jo  Mancuso 
John  A.  Margoes 
Pinny  Prowitt 
Bernard  Rush 
Bill  Snow 

Luisa  Miranda  Sovaer 
Maureen  Walker 


Washington  Square  ,  K 

BargfGrilL  %§j,' 

Washington 
Square 
^  Park 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

■ 

1707  Powell  St.  982  8123 

Union 

7 

Powell 

Thomas  Cara  Ltd. 


Espresso  machines  for  the 
home  or  business;  new  or 
rebuilt,  at  lowest  prices 
in  San  Francisco 


517  Pacific  Ave. 


SU. 1-0383 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI  RECLAM  A  TORI 


SEMAPHORE  STAFF 


i 


Minden’s  Hallmark  Shops 


350  Bay  Street 
North  Point 
433-2787 


Cards  —  Gifts 

One-Stop  Shopping  for  All  Occasions 
Free  Gift  Wrapping 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


LOUVRE 


CUSTOM 

FRAMING 

645  CHESTNUT  GR  4-6648 


"We  translate  your  life  style  into 
creative,  yet  practical,  enduring  design," 


INTERIOR 

DESIGN/FURNISHINGS 

872  Chestnut  Street  885-5460 


Editor: 

Lynne  Burwell 

Business  Manager: 
Eric  Johnson 

Ad  Staff: 

Camillo  Concordia 
Carolyn  French 
John  Holmes 
Jo  Rossiter 
Peg  Smith 

Production  Staff: 

Stewart  Bloom 
Eileen  Chung 
John  Dolan 

Contributors : 

Jim  Augustino 
David  Dibble 
John  Dolan 
Bob  Katz 
Herb  Kosovitz 
Jerry  Petruzelli 
Gee  Gee  Platt 
Gina  Sletteland 
Ron  Vehlow 


Many  Pkrcicm 


307-8631 


La  Veranda 


Canneloni  - 
Cappuccino  - 


Pizza 

Lasaqna 

Espresso 


1400  GRANT  AVENUE 

CORNER  OF  UNION  STREET 


PHILIPPE  BONNAFONT  GALLERY 

The  Philippe  Bonnafont  Gallery  opened 
the  second  annual  exhibit  of  drawings  by 
recent  graduates  from  architectural  schools 
on  July  15th.  The  exhibit  will  continue 
through  August  29,  1981.  The  gallery  is 
open  Tuesday  through  Saturday,  from  10 
a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
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ANNUAL  PICNIC 


The  picnic  is  coming  up  in  October.  Any¬ 
one  with  any  ideas  or  suggestions,  call 
Ron  Vehlow,  398-3916. 


\ 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS,  1981-82 


August  3 
October  10 
November  16 
December  15 
February  9 
April  6 


General  Meeting 
Annual  Picnic 
General  Meeting 
Christmas  Cocktail  Party 
General  Meeting 
Election  Meeting 


BOARD  MEETINGS 

July  16 
August  25 
September  21 
October  14 
November  9 
December  8 
January  5 
February  2 
March  31 
April  20 
May  19 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


by 

Stewart  Bloom 


931-7349 


362-4726 


NEW  PISA 
ESTAURANT 

550  Green 
Street 

ITALIAN  FOOD 
Open 

Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 
Except  Wednesday 
Banquet  Facilities 


Speedy’S 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


GOST  PLUS 

HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS  FROM 
ROUND  THE 
WORLD! 


Fisherman's  Wharf 
2552  Taylor  St.  at  North  Point 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
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LANDMARKS  STATUS  URGED  FOR 
FILBERT  STEPS 


ROSSI 

PHARMACY 

Giovanni  Abundo 
Tony  D 'Alessandro 


1600 

Stockton 


AM/FM  RECYCLING 

(All  Materials/Fort  Mason,  RECYCLING) 
a  nonprofit,  volunteer  program 

presents 

A  Time:  2nd  and  4th  Saturdays 

9  am  to  3  pm 
Every  month 


David  Myrick,  author  of  the  well-known 
book,  San  Francisco's  Telegraph  Hill ,  and 
member  of  the  THD  Board,  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  Landmarks  Preservation  Advisory 
Board  suggesting  that  the  garden  along  the 
Filbert  Steps  be  given  Landmark  status.  He 
pointed  out  that  “the  garden,  over  the 
years,  has  become  part  of  San  Francisco’s 
heritage”  and  that  Landmark  status  is  war¬ 
ranted  to  aid  in  its  preservation. 


LITTER  FAR  AND  NEAR 

In  certain  residential  areas,  litter  is  becom¬ 
ing  an  increasing  problem.  Are  we  not 
responsible  for  our  environment?  Stockton 
Street,  between  Union  and  Bay,  and  espe¬ 
cially  at  the  corner  of  Stockton  and  Fil¬ 
bert,  is  a  disgrace.  Come  on  residents, 
sweep  your  gutters! 


A  Place:  Fort  Mason,  at  Laguna  Street 

(between  Bay  and  Marina  Bivd.) 

What  to  Aluminum  and  tin 

Bring:  Newsprint 

Glass 

Sorry,  We  cannot  yet  recylce:  bi-metai  cans, 
magazines,  mixed  waste  paper,  computer 
printouts,  etc. 

We  need  YOUR  help  in  conserving  our  natur¬ 
al  resources  by  recycling  your  household 
solid  waste  materials! 
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GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 
Monday,  August  3rd 

$10.00  per  person,  including  tax,  tip,  wine 
6:00  Drinks,  7:00  Dinner 

Basque  Hotel 
15  Romolo  Place 

RSVP  by  Aug.  1:  Ron  Vehlow,  398-3916 


ITALIAN  VILLAGE  GROCERY 

POMOVE 

Olympic  Savings  &  Loan  has  applied  for  a 
permit  to  install  a  branch  office  at  this  key 
location  at  Columbus  and  Green.  Their 
plans  do  not  call  for  full  use  of  the  ground 
floor.  The  building  owner,  presumably, 
would  lease  the  remaining  space  to  one  or 
two  other  tenants.  Olympic  would  oc¬ 
cupy  the  corner  space. 

There  are  presently  two  banks  and  three 
savings  and  loan  branch  offices  within  three 
hundred  feet  of  this  intersection.  A  corner 
as  important  as  this  one  to  the  North  Beach 
ambience  certainly  deserves  a  more  appro¬ 


priate  use.  Although  Olympic  contacted  us 
about  their  plans,  they  show  no  interest  in 
offering  amenities  to  the  community. 

THD  has  sent  a  letter  protesting  the  pro¬ 
posed  establishment  of  this  branch  to  the 
State  of  California  Department  of  Savings 
and  Loans.  We  have  also  requested  discre¬ 
tionary  review  of  the  permit  Olympic  has 
applied  for.  Planning  Commission  guide¬ 
lines  stipulate  that  not  more  than  two  lend-, 
ing  institutions  be  located  within  300  feet 
of  one  another. 


» 
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BOON  GUSTO 


» 


434-2248 


Vallejo  and 
Grant  Avenue 


Open 


Cucina  Toscana 

The  finest  meats,  vegetables,  fish  and  cheeses 
—  Pasta  made  fresh  daily  — 

1512  STOCKTON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
392-1587  •  392-1700 

open  7  days 
VALET  PARKING 


FRESH  HOMEMADE  PASTA 

AND  FRESH  FISH 

FROM  OUR  OWN  BOA  T 
7  Days  -  Dining  —  11:30  am  to  2:00  am 
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RSVP  by  Aug.  1 :  Ron  Vehlow,  398-3916 
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